
ded, and it was not for hirn to admit that lie had no

party bias he had a decided party bias, and whtnfvrr
questions were presented to bim in which the distinc¬

tive party principles were involved, it would govern hits

action. If it had not been no.if it had not been that

there were party distinctions.he and tliv honorable gen¬
tleman from Maryland might not have occupied their

present positions lie asked for the aye* anil noes on

the question of reference.
Mr CLAJf of Alabama hoped the gentleman from

Michigan would be gratified, when certain f«cls were

known, which had intervened between this and the
last session: lie thought it wan due to that gentleman
lhat a select committee should be appointed. Jt was

manifestly the leading motive of the friend* of the
bill at the last session to extend the right of suffrage to

many who had before been deprived of i ; the bill wa«

ordered to be engrossed; but, in the copving, one or

two clauses had been accidentally omitted, and the
omission was only discovered when it was too late to

rectify the error, unless by unanimous consent, which
was not obtained, as a gentleman on the other side ob¬

jected. L'nder these circumstances, he (Mr. C.) moved
to lay the bill on the table, with an intimation that at

the present session it would be brought up again Hut
what use had been mode of this? Why it had been

published through this L'nion, that he and his friends
had attempted to introduco into a bill rejecting the
district of Columbia, the principle of Abolition. Yes,
the falsi- and slanderous charge had been copied into

every dirty party sheet, and in his Statu especially, it

had been imputed to bim.falsely and slanderously
imputed to him-and not only to him, but the same

accusation had been made generally against his col¬
league and the friends of universal suffrage who voted
with bun. He hoped that this bill would be committed
to a special committee, not only because it vras accord¬

ing to an established parliamentary principle that a

bill should be referred to a committee, a majority of

which, at least, was favorable to its principle, but that
nt all events he and his friends might be permitted to

do themselves justice, in view of the accusations of
those who had so foully slandered them.

.Mr MKKJUCK disclaimed any hostility to the ex¬

tension of tli»» right of suffrage, and if any accusation
liud been made «!,. g-oilwnan from Alabama
nnd his friend from Michigan of any intention to do

any thing to affect the peculiar interests of the South,
if was unjust, arid without foundation; and he (Mr.
Merrick; gave the gentleman li» testimony that they
were free from any just ground of imputation. He

then aryued against the reference to a select com¬

mittee, and denied that it was the practice to refer bills
to committees that wer* known lo be favorable to their

principle, on the petiifon of the memorialists. He was

of opinion that this bill should go to the usual standing
Committee for thrt District, for there were many mat¬

ters to be regulated with which they, from their posi¬
tion, were the most likely to be acquainted; there were

many matters that would enter into the consideration
of this bill, which ought not to be overlooked in fram¬

ing a new dialler; it was very important that there
should be a redistribution of the representative power
among the wards of the city according to the population
of the different parts of the city, and there were a great
many other subjects properly appertaining to the com¬

mittee of this District, und therefore be hoped the se¬

lect committee would not be appointed.
Mr. I'JtKSTO.N, opposed the special reference, and

nrgued that the bill ought to be referred to the Standing
Committee for the District. He thought the question
of ari extension of the right of suffrage was one of

great importance, and one that required the profound-
est consideration. In his own State he had expressed
Ins opinion that it was a great want of policy to restrict

the right of suffrage, except as to color: in a slavehold-
nig State where one-half the working clashes were

struck out, it seemed to linn to be an odious distinc¬
tion among the whites, and fie desirt d to disfranchise
no one. In this principle he acquiesced.this principle
he advocated, but la- had vet, as a Senator, to be con¬

vinced whether his South Carolina doctrine was appli¬
cable to tiie District of Columbia. He would usk the

people here what they desire, and look to what e.Mcut
it would affect their institutions, their habits, their pre¬
judices, and their dispositions; he preferred, therefore
that this matter should go the Committee on the Dis¬
trict of Columbia.
Mr SOUTHARD also advocated the reference of

the bill to the Committee on the District of Columbia.
On the abstract question of human rights, Ins opinions
could not be mistaken ; but ihoy must recollect they
were legislating for this District, which was without re¬

presentation . and they should look a little further.
They must consider wli«» it was here that had a right
to vole, and what was their residence here, what was

their interest here, and how it would ¦ fleet the great
institutions of the South; and <i hundred other ques¬
tions they must ask themselves, before tliev decided
on a measure of this importance. The Senator might
get a special committee, that would arrive at a conclu¬
sion with wonderful rapidity ; but fie assured him that
if it were referred to the Committee on the District of
< olumbia, that committee would reflect and examine
and then decide according to their best judgments re¬

specting the interests to be affected.
Mr. Hl< JiiiAIlD said, it occurred to him it was un¬

necessary to discuss the merits of the "bill which the
committee appointed at the last session reported.
l!<!'we1il'.'i<-Ct. Was "ot now them, but it might!

..-notionwto consider w hat was the pre-
. '. «:lio!o'fmiorc or-nWrjrrrarr,

and lie would undertake to relate ... l{ w:i. conw..'
quencc ol certain resolutions and inemotaiU presented
to tins House iri til#- month of Feb., I - !'j, bv the Sena¬
tors from Ohio, in relation to tins vry matter, which
were referred lo the Committee on the District of Co¬
lumbia-a committee which was constituted nearly a»

at present.and on w Inch, as late as the .',lh of June
report had been made; that other memorials were ore.

"cnlcd by the Senator from Michigan, and a special
committee w as appointed, of Which ti.e Senator from
Michigan (Mr. Nor veil; was the Chairman .Now he
(Mr. Hubbard,) as the Chairman of the Committee on'
Claims would be glad to he relieved from the conside¬
ration of many claims, by their reference to a select
committee, and he believed the Senator from Kentucky
(Air Uittendcn,; and the Senator from Mirvland (Mr
Merrick,) assented to, if they did not recommend, the
appointment of a select committee on tb,a .object The
very reason why a bill should be kept before 1 stand.r,L,
eoimn.ttee which had it in it, care, v..uid induce him
to desire that this bill should again go to a select corn-
iiui.ee which had bad it ,t, consideration. He
thought it v.iis not too much to ask for this The se-

ct committee, of which the Senator fiom Michigan
was the head, had had the memorial on which this hill
was based, in the.r can they bad made a report there¬
on, and he did think the suishould be kept where
il was la-it session.

JVlr. .V1KK1UCK replied
Mr KING had atuntiv^ly to the remark* of

tin* Senator*, and h<- v.n* aurpriard to find no much im¬

portance attached to lh« reference of thin bill to either
n »i i"':t or a nt'inOin;; committee. They had heard of
party and j<a/iy legiajation for thia Diatrict, which had
no (.'.illicit <. or power, hot when ho appointed
tin* standing committee for thi* District it wan certain¬

ly with no manifestation of party feeling, for the mem¬

ber* of th" committee v.i-ri- all of the political party ad-
wr»«- lo that lo which he belonged. In the appoint-
lot-tit ..! i»..t .:ooin<itt4-i- }4«- ik vi-i thought of party, arid
>,». thpfi- v.a» j;»,t a Senator in that chamber
that woo believe »t «.> he either right or proper to legis¬
late for t);< District on party principles. Hut the mem¬
ber* of the b< . < t Committee who had charge of th'iH muI>-
jt-et at the l«*tm tti'/n, had bt-en held up to public indig-
oation because a imaUke had been made hy a clerk in

copying the bill, and tin y had been charged with the
promotion of Una an a polili< ul yame for a political pur¬
pose , but it wan a b«»e accusation, and it came froin u

ba»e source i'.vry gentleman thut knew liirn, well
knew that no consideration could induce him to depart
from tin* course he l»**l««-*r»-d to he th« correct one from
any political consideration ; arid yet they had been
thus arraigned for political purposes ; and hm fru-nd
[Mr. Norvellj had been censored for reporting a char¬
ter v. Inch it wna awnertrd contained proviaiona delete¬
rious in thernaelvca, in consequence of the accidental
omissiona which had been mentioned.
Now, he cared very little whether thia bill wan re-

f«rr«d lo the Committee ori tin* District of Columbia or

I a Select Committee. If he alone were to decide, he
v Mild *av, let it go to the Committee on the District of
* "«»1 ii in bin. it waa their business to examine and guard
the intercata of the District, and he had no doubt they
would do the duty which they owed to their country,
which they owed to themselves, and which they owed
particularly to the District. lie would be perfectly
satisfied that the charter should be left to them; hut
hia friend*, who had been subject to censure, how¬
ever, thought they owed it to themselves lo have this
Hiihject again brought under their control, that they
might present it in the shape which they had intend¬
ed it should have originally assumed. There was ano¬

ther reason why there should be no delay. The char¬
ter of the city had already expired, and memorials had
been presented urging its renewal, and the exten¬
sion of the rightof suffrage; and he hoped such a charter
would be granted as would be beneficial to the District,
giving its inhabitants all the rights that properly be¬
longed to then:. The great political contest of the
country was over, and there was no object in attributing
to Senators principles which they did not hold; and if
the standing committee would take it up at an early
day, and promptly act upon the bill, he hoped his friend
[Mr. Norvell] would withdraw his proposition. He
lioped they should not make any thing like a party con¬

test on a subject into which it ought not to enter.
Mr. NORVELL said, in explanation of his own

course on this bill, that about five hundred citizens of
this District, many of whom did not possess the right
of suffrage, had petitioned Congress for the enactment
of a new charter, which petitions were referred to the
Committee on the District; but as several months had
elapsed without those memorials being acted upon, a

committee of citizens waited upon him, and requested
that he would present another memorial, and move its
reference lo a select committee ; and in pursuance of
that and repealed requests subsequently, he had made
the proposition which he submitted at the last session,
and not because he desired to take upon himself the
Jabor of such a committee, and of examining the
subject so fully as would be necessary to enable him
to prepare and perfect the measure; for he had

enongh to do on two other important committees of
winch he was a member. He repeated, he acted in

pursuance of the desire ofthose whom the committee
was appointed to represent, most of whom were divest¬
ed of the right ot suffrage; and in doing ho, had he done

any thing but justice to those citizen*? He was also
desirous to say, that lie was unwilling to ailow the
statement to remain uncontradicted, that he was, or

ever had been, hostile to the interests of any class of
citizens of the city of Washington or of the South; so

fur from being hostile to the District, he had tak-n his
seat but for a very few days, the first session h<?,snt
there, before he expressed- h.s desire to ^ive these^ >-

pie a Representative or h Delegate, simitar to thr'
rilories, on the avowed principle tlm il was ncce*--. j
to induce the two Houses to pay proper attention to their
interests. And at the same time, he seconded, to the ex¬
tent of his ability, resolutions respecting the peculiar in¬
terests of the South, going the full length with the
Southern gentlemen, and he had introduced resolutions
to protect not only the Dwtrict of Columbia, but the

South, from the interference of others, or of Congress,
with the domestic institutions about which Southern

gentlemen were justly so sensitive, and that he had vot¬

ed with them throughout as to the disposition which

they had thought proper to make of all applications to

the Senate in relation to the subject. Having been parti¬
cularly acquainted for 30 years with a large portion ofUn¬
people of tins District, he had not pupposed that now

he should be charged with hostility to their interests.

But what was the fact- Why, sir, in a formal and ably
written communication, which had been sent to the

people oft l.e V. S , in the shape of an appeal from the

people of this District, an attack had been made on

the select committee, »f which he had the honor to be

the chairman. In this document, it was alleged that
this subject was not introduced into the Senate until
after the municipal election in June last, and it was in

consequence the result of that election that it had
been introduced. Now, was that the fact r Was it

not introduced early in the session, and had it not been
before the comnjjltee four months previous to the mu-

nicipal election A^ain, it was alleged that the omis-

sions were intentional omissions, and that the select
committee and the majority of that body had aimed a

vital blow at the most serious and essential interests of
tliis part of the country. Under these circumstances
it was that ho felt it to be his peculiar duty to propose
the recommittal of this bill to the select committee.
Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped his friend from Michi¬

gan would now withdraw his motion of reference to a

select committee.
Mr. NORVELJ, consented, and then the bill was re¬

ferred to the standing Committee on lite District of Co¬
lumbia.
Mr. XORVELL presented the memorial of citizens

of Georgetown, n.skm" for an amendment of their char¬
ter so as to extend the elective franchise.

Mr. KING wave notice that to-morrow lie would ask
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the legal rep¬
resentatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul at

L'Orient.
Several engrossed bills were then taken up on their

third reading, read a third time, and passed.
The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Norvell,

in relation to the removal of the chandelier, was taken
up,"and after some remarks from Mr. N. and Mr. TAP-
I'AN, was bud on the table,
And the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Tuesday, Dee. 2ti, I >10.

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following
communications, viz":

1. from the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to a

resolution of the House of the 11th of May last, com¬

municating a statement of the oliicers of the navy on

leave of furlough, including passed midshipmen;
showing the cause of their absence, the time of its ex¬

piration, Ac.
On motion of Mr. IiHIGGS, laid upon the table,

and ordered to be printed.
.J. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a report

of the Commissioner of Pensions containing informa¬
tion relative to pensioners, applying lor a pension, or

nit increase of pension, required to belaid annually
before Congress l>v the act of May 1 -.10.
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid upon the

table, ami ordered to be printed.
It Front the Clerk of the House, as follows

Hon. K M. T. IIi .m mi,
Speaker of tlir House of Ilcprcscntatiees U. S.:

Sir In obedience to the further order of the House,
passed December '21,1-40, "that said report be recom¬

mitted to the Clerk, with instructions further to re¬

port by what authority, on what vouchers, and through
whom, he paid to C. Bulkley the sum of $.~>00; to

Hayse Newcotnb the sum of $41G; and to George
Lowrey the sum of $104, for services rendered bv them
in taking depositions in the case of the contested elec-1
tion between Messrs. Ingersoll and Nay lor, as reported
in Document No. 7; by what authority, and on what
vouchers, he sent to Mr. Naylor money to pay his
witnesses in the said contest, and which that gentle¬
man says he returned; whether the said vouchers give
the names and time of attendance of the said witnesses,
in whose handwriting it was fi!?d, and what has be¬
come of the same,' J beg leave to report that the ac¬

count presented by C. IJulk'ey for services as clerk,
Ac., amounted to $-fi!> ">0. On the face of this account!
was an order, signed by the Chairman of Accounts, to

pay $.">00 to said Rulkley. The account presented by
JJavit .Nrwcornb fur setyicfs as comnusiiouer. Ae*
tc- of the paper, I was directed lo pay sJib
The account of George Lov.rev, as door-keeper,

amounting to $' 04.not being reduced by the Commit-
Ue. v- j4 directed to Ix- paid by a verbal order. In like
manner the sum allowed for payment of witnesses in
behalf ti Mr. Naylor, amounting to ..*7-0, was also di¬
rected to he puid by a verbal order, which is the usual
mode peactmed by the Committees when accounts are

clear and undisputed.
The /ou' iu rs give the names arid times of attend¬

ance oftli" witnesses; but having no acquaintance with
the handwriting in which they are drawn, I herewith
cornrnuaicate the original papers (Nov. 'J(jG and 'ioG)
for the use of the House.
The various sums above mentioned, together with

lone other of $104, for Peter Lewis, were enclosed in

separate drafts to the Hon. Charles Naylor, Philadel-
phis, to be paid out to the respective claimants, as will
appear from the letter of the accounting clerk, here¬
with communicated and marked A.

In Mr. Naylor's answer to this letter, he returned
$7-0 70, the sum allowed for witnesses, and also the
draft for $104 in favor of Peter Lewis, stating that lie
did not feel authorized lo receive atid pay out the same

as will more fully appear from his letter, a copy of
which is herewith communicated, and marked ii.
The sum of $11 ."0, returned by Mr. Ingersoll, as

stated in my former report, and $^H4 70, returned by
Mr. Naylor, have been credited lo the contingent fund
of this House All of which is respectfully submitted.

HUGH A. GARLAND,
Clerk House of Reps. U. S.

Mr. FLOYD moved a reference of the report to the
Committee on Accounts.

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut objecteil to an v such re¬

ference, and moved a reference to the Committee on

Public Expenditure*.
After some brief remarks from Mr. FLOYD in de-

fence of his motion, the question of reference to the
Committee on Accounts being first in order, was put
aml ilrcidcd in the allirmutive.

Petitions were then presented by Mr. IUVES of Vir¬
ginia, t^c., iVc.,
The SPEAKER then announced reports from com¬

mittees to be in order.
Mr. VV. C. JOHNSON, from the Committee for the

District of Columbia, reported a hill to revive and con¬

tinue the corporate existence of the banks in the Dis¬
trict of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee
of the Whole,and ordered to be printed.

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revo¬
lutionary Claim?, reported a bill to authorize the pay¬
ment of seven years' half pay, due on account of the
death of Lieut. Jonathan Dye, an officer in the Virginia
continental line, and who was killed in the battle of
Brandywine; which was referred to the Committee of
the Whole and ordered to be printed.

.Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revo¬
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Jan.
Dentley; which was referred to the Committee ot the
Whole, and ordered to be printed.
On motion of Mr. STANLY,
lti.il/lml, That tin* report made by the Committee

on Expenditures on the Public Buildings, relating to
the branch mint at Charlotte, N. Carolina, be printed.

Mr. RIVES of Virginia moved that the report of the
Committee of Elections, on the subject of the contest¬
ed election case of Messrs. Naylor and 1>gkhsoli.,
made at the last session, be now taken up. It was not
his intention to enter into a debate on the subject at
that time, but his object in calling: it up was, that the
House might fix upon some time when it would be con¬
venient to go into the merits of the case.
Mr. CRABB objected.
Mr. RIVES said, the motion being a privileged one,

he had a right to make it. He was, however, surprised
at the objection of the gentleman from Alabama, inas¬
much as he had stated most distinctly that he had no
intention of debating the subject at that time.
Mr. FILLMORE hoped that when the subject was

taken up, it would not be done until it was convenient
for the parties interested to address the House on the
subject. He did not know when it would be conveni¬
ent for them to attend. Moreover, the sitting member
was not in his seat.
Mr. RIVES said h« had seen the sitting member that

morning previous to his making the motion, and he pre¬
sumed there would be no difficulty, so far as that mem¬
ber was concerned, as to fixing a time.

Mr. IUVES observed that the silting member was
now in his sent, so that the objection of the gentlemanfrom New York no longer existed. The day for an
examination of the case could therefore be now fixed,
and if agreeable, he would propose that it would be the
order of the day for to-morrow. But if that would not
suit the sitting member, he hoped the gentleman would
say what day would be convenient.

Mr. NAYLOR had no objection to anv coursc the
House might think proper to take on the subject. He
was willing to leave the matter in the hands of the
House.
After some further remarks from Mr. FILLMORE in

favor of a postponement of the subject until after the
holidays,

j Mr. RIVE3 modified hiApotion so as to make the

j report the order of the day Tor the first Tuesday in

January.
The motion, as modified, was then agreed to.

CUMBERLAND ROAD.
Resolutions then being in order,
The SPEAKER stated that the following resolution

offered by Mr. Raru»e.v, on Thursday last, would come

up first:
Ucrolrcd, Tint the Committee on Public Lands be

instructed to inquire into the expediency of setting
apart three hundr.-d thousand dollars per annum of the
proceeds of the public lands for t^ continuation of the
Cumberland Road in Ohio to its western termination,
to be constructed in a continuous line from East to

West, and of distributing the residue of the said pro¬
ceeds among the several States upon the principle of
what is called Mr. Clay's land bill, taking the censusoi
l~iOas the basis of the distribution.
The question pending was the motion of Mr. Hub¬

bard to lay the resolution on the table, and on which
the yeas and nays had been ordered.
The yeas and nays were then taken, and were.yeas

105, nays 61.
So the resolution was laid on the tabic.
Mr. PROFFIT asked Itavc to submit the following

resolution
Jicsoltctl, That the Committee of Ways and Means

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of report¬
ing a bill providing for the expenditure of §150,0011 in
each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, du¬
ring the year 1841, on the Cumberland road.
Mr. I'. then, in a very animated manner, foretold the

direful consequences which he had alleged would en¬

sue, in case the House should not make the appropria-
lion. He declared that the eight States of the North-
western Territory would unite, and in their indigna¬
tion would make their way into t/ie hall to obtain their
rights by force. He could not conceive why the people
of that part of the Union should be treated so. The
South got appropriations for its Dismal Swamps and
every thing else; so also did the North; but as for his!
people, and those of the other Northwestern States, they
could obtain nothing. Why, said he, ore the people of
the West to be thus trampled upon: Mr. P. also dis-
coursed on the grievances of the Western people aris-

inn from other causes. He then torched upon nullifi-
cation, the tariff question, etc., and concluded by giving
the House a solemn warning, that in ease the resolution
should be rejected, the people of the Northwest would
rise in their might, when their indignation would be an

all-consuming blaze, without a particle ofsmoke, which
should destroy all that was not right.

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, in the course of somei

very humorous remarks in reply to the member from
Indiana, suggested to him that the true and only rea¬

son why the Cumberland road had not been completed, |
was that it had been begun at the wrong end. 1he

right end was in Maryland, between Rockville and
Fredericktown; and until the road should be con-'
rnenced in that quarter, the gentleman, with all lie

people of the West at his heels, would never be ajle
to obtain an appropriation. Mr. J. concluded by a;k-1
ing the gentleman to accept a modification of the re-:
solution, appropriating $*0,000 for that portion of he
Cumberland road in the State of Maryland betwen
Roekville and the Monocacy.
Mr. PROFFIT, afler a brief rejoinder, accepted the

mo'Jilicannn.
Mr. HUBBARD was afraid the gentleman fromln-

diana was going tlic* wrong way l" work in order toob-
tain money for his State. Mr. II. said that so fx as

Ins own district was concerned, he was sure that no¬

thing could be obtained by threats. If the gentlenan
and hit* people wanted money, let them open a fade
with the Southwest, when, if they made fair hargtins,
there would be no objection to taking their pork and
whiskey for produce. That, in his opinion, woulc be a

far more effectual mode than bringing on a greatarmy
to enter the hall for the purpose of obtaining v. ha; they
wanted by forre. He would repeat, let the ^cntlenan's
constituents open a trade, and, so far as his distriit was
concerned, he was sure they would be ready to swap
with them.

'I'he question being on the resolution as niodifml,
Mr. IirnBAIU) moved to lay it on the tabe; on

which motion the yeas and nays were deinandel and
ordered:

Mr. HUBBARD then withdrew his motion.
Mr. WISE renewed it.
Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nay»; which

were ordered, and being taken, were as follows:
Yeas.Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, .Uherton,

Ranks, Realty, Beirne, Black well, Botts, Boid, Aaron
V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sa.nofon II. But¬
ler, William O. Butler, William B. Campiell, Carroll,
Carter, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. t'ooper, Wil¬
liam R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Davie», John Davis,
Dawson, Deberrv, Dellet, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fine,
Fisher, Floyd, Garland, Gerry, Gogir^, (Jrillin, Ha¬
bersham, IIawes, Hawkins, Iliil of \irginia, IM1 of
N. C., Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, .'oseph Johnson,
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John iV. Jones, Keim,
Kernble, Kille, Lewis. Lowell, McCarty, McClellan,
McClure, McCulloch, McKay, Marelund, Miller, Mon-
tanya, Sam. W. Morris, Nisbet, I'armenter, I'arris, Pick¬
ens. I'rentiss, Itayner, Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall,
Shaw, Shepard, Jno. Smith, Stanly, Strong, Sumter, Ta¬
liaferro, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney,
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagoner, Warren, Wat-
terson, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams. Lewis
Williams, Joseph L. Williams and Wise.0-1.

IAiiMiuniaiif t

Brock way, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chittenden, Clark,
Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cusliing, Dana,
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dennis, Doan, Doe,
Duncan, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Galbraitli,
Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Green, Ham¬
mond, William S. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry,
Hook, Hunt, James, Jameson, Jenifer, Charles John*
ston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lane, Lin¬
coln, Marvin, Mason, Medill, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor-
j;an, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Nay lor, Ncwhard,
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parrisb, Paynter, Peck, Pope,
Proffit, Randall, Hariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rus¬
sell, Saltonstall, Siinonton, Truman Smith, Thomas
Smith, Sluarl, Swcaringen, Sweney, Taylor, John
B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum¬
bull, Peter J. Wagner, Weller, John White, Wick,
Thomas W. Williams, and Wmthro|i.'£Z.
So the resolution was laid on the table.
The resolution offered on the 17th inst. by Mr. Chris¬

topher Morgan, calling upon the Postrnaster-Ceneral to
furnish a statement of the amount expended by the De¬
partment for the services of special agents, was taken
up and agreed to.
The resolution of Mr. Botts, calling for information

in relation to Treasury Notes and drafts, was also taken
up and agreed to.
The resolution of Mr. Dawson, calling for informa¬

tion relative to the loss of horses in the Florida war,
was next taken up, and with a modification by Mr. J.
W. Davis, so as to include the Black Hawk war, agreed
to.
Mr. BARNARD then called up the resolution offered

by him, requiring information relative to the aggregate
revenue accruing from customs, land, »\c., &.c.; and
the question lieing on the adoption of the same,

Mr. BARNARD, with a view of addressing the
House upon it on to-morrow, moved an adjournment,
which was carried.
And the House adjourned.

IN SENA'1%
Wednesday, Dec. 23, 1840.

After the presentation of numerous memorials and
petitions, and the introduction of several bills, of a pri¬
vate and local character, the following proceedings took
place.
Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, to-mor¬

row, bring in a bill to impose a tax on Bank Notes, and
ail paper intended for a circulation.

Mr. HENDERSON presented a joint resolution for'
the relief of the sufferers at Natchez by the tornado of
August, 1*40.
Read twice and referred to the Committee of the

Whole.
The bill for the benefit of those who have lo6t their

improvements in consequence of treaties with the
Chickasaw Indians, was then taken up, and after some
consideration was ordered to be engrossed.
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of

the bills on the calendar.
The bill to make new provisions respecting Navy

Pensions, and to repeal certain acts relating thereto,
was taken up.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maine spoke at length in sup¬
port of it.

After a few remarks from Mr. WRIGHT, the bill
was postponed to the first Monday in December.
The same disposition was made of the bill to regulate

the pay and emoluments of pursers in the Navy.
The rest of the day was spent in the consideration of

prirate bills.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Wednesday, Dec. 2-1, 1640.
The SPEAKER laid before the House a communi¬

cation from the Post Office Department, in compli¬
ance with the resolution of the House of Representa¬
tives of the lath inst., transmitting a list of all the cur¬
tailments in the transportation of the mail, made since
the close of the first session of the present Congress,
with the dales when such curtailments were made,
the time when they took effect, and the amount ofeach.
On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 'aid on the table and

ordered to be printed.
Mr. JAMES, of Pennsylvania, asked leave to pre¬

sent a petition from an Anti-Slavery Society in his
State; and, as the shorter way of stating its contents,
proceeded to read the petition.
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON objected to the reading.
Mr. JAMES persisted; and, having read the petition

through,sent it to the Speaker that he might decide
as to whether it came under the rule relating to Aboli¬
tion papers.
The SPEAKER decided that the petition was cm-

braced by the rule.
Mr. JAMES then moved a suspension of the rule in

order that the petition might be received.
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved to lay the motion

to suspend on the table.
Mr. SLADE asked for the reading of the petition,

in order that he might know on what he was required
to vote.
The SPEAKER said that a statement of its contents

had already been made by the member from Pennsyl¬
vania; and the rule under which the petition came pro-

J bibited its reading.
f The question being on the motion to lay the motion

to soepend on the table,
Mr. COST JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays;

but on observing that tiic House was not full, withdrew
I he call.
Mr. ADAMS renewed it, and the yeas and nays

being ordered, were taken and resulted as follows:
YtJs.Messrs. Julius C.Altord, John W. Alien, An-

derson, Andrews, A'herton, Banks, Beirne, Llackwell,
Bond, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke,
Sampson H. Butler, Carroll, Carter, Chmn, Clifford,

j Connor, Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Cross, Curtis,
Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, De-

berry, Doe, Doig, Karl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fuber,
Galliraith, Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green,
Griflsn, Hammond, Hawes, John Hillof Va., John Hill

of X. Carolina, Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Ja¬

meson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson,
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim,

J Kilie, Lane, McCarty, McClellan, McClure, McKay,
[ MiU hell, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, Pickens, Pope,
! Harner, Reynolds, Rives, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith,
Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Francis
Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John
13. Thompson, Triplett, Underwood, Vanderpool, War¬

ren, Watttrjon, John White, Wick, Jared W. Wil¬
liams, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L.
Williams, and Wise.f)0
Xiijs.Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beatty, Boardman,

Brisks, Brockv/ay, Calh un, Carr, Casey, Chittenden,
Clark, Cranston, Cashing, Davee, E. Davies, Edwards,
Fillmore, Kletcher.Floyd, Giddings, Grander, Hastings,
Henry, Hunt, Jackson, James, Kempshall, Leet, Lin-
coin, Lowell, McCullocb, Mallory, Marvin, Morgan,
C. Morris, Palen, Paynter, Peck, Proffit, Rariden,
Reed, Russell, Saltonstall, Sirnonton, Slade, John
Smith, Truman Smith, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull,
Peier J. Warner, and Winthrop.53.
Mr. JONES of Virginia, on leave, reported from the

Committee on Ways and Means a bill making appro¬
priation for the current and contingent expenses of the

INDIAN" DEPARTMENT,
and for fulfilling the various treaty stipulations with
Indian tribes.
Mr. BARNARD wished to inquire the amount of

appropriations required for the Indian Department.
Mr. JONES replied that it was $700,000.
The above bill was read twice, and on motion of

Mr. JONES, was referred to the Committee of the
Whole on the Stnto of the Union, and, with the ac¬

companying documents, ordered t<> printod.
Mr. JONES, on leave, reported from the same

committee a bill making appropriations for the
NAVAL SERVICE,

for the year 1841 : which was read twice, referred to a

Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union,
and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS.
Mr. R1 V'ES, from the Committee of Elections, offer-1

ed a resolution propoiing to pay to James Carlisle ad¬
ditional compensation for services rendered as clerk to
the Committee of Elections.

Objection being made, the resolution lies over, under
the rule.
During the presentation of petitions and reports,

leave was given to introduce the following resolutions:!
On motion of Mr. PROFFIT,
litsolred, That so rnuoh of the resolution of thici

House, adopted on the ITtli December, I-.!(», as calls
for all the correspondence between the War Depart-
merit and the superintendenlsof the Cumberland road,
iVc., be hereby rescinded; and the said Department is;
required to furnish only copies of the orders (if anv

such have been given) to suspend operations on the
public works, on the late borders of Ohio, Indiana,
Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and on the Cumberland
road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and also copies of
orders to sell the machinery, tools, implements, Arc.
used on said works, and belonging to the United States.
On motion of Mr. BLACK WELL,
1Unotred, That the Committee on the Post Office

and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed to

inquire into the propriety of establishing a post route

from Cleveland Tenuetsee, to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to

intersect the route from Knoxville, Tennessee to

Cleveland, Tennessee.
On motion of .Mr. Met
IUsnlrcd, That the Committee on Public Buildings

and Grounds inquire whether the falling of the chande¬
lier in the hall of the House w as caused by a dcfect in

workmanship and construction: and also whether any
money has been paid by the Clerk, and, if not, whe¬
ther any ought to be paid, to the constructor of the
chandelier.
On motion of.Mr. EVERETT,
Ilesolreil, That the President of the United States be

requested to communicate to this House, if compatible
with the public interest, copies of all correspondence
between this Government and the Government of
Great .Britain, relative to any proceeding on the part
of that Gorerument, which may have a tendency to in¬

terrupt our commerce with China.
.Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution, which

under the rule, lies over one dav
lirsolrcJ, That th« Postmaster-General be directed

to report to this House the names of all the Postmasters
throughout the I. nion who have been remoccil from of-
fine since the od day of March, 1 >"J9, with the names

of the persons appointed in their places; unttrr.sc.oring
the names of all those removed fur official delinquency
or misdemeanor, and specifying the nature thereof, the
[Complaint upon which the removal was made, the evi-
oHirer removed was made acquainted n ith the com-

plaint, confronted with his accuser, or allowed to be
heard in his defence.
On motion of Mr. EVERETT,
Kesolrr'J, That the Committee on the Librarvbe in¬

structed b inquire into the expediency of furnishing to
each of the State Legislatures a copy of the printed'do-
cuments of both Houses.and of the Register of De-
bate.o, and of all other publications made by order of
either iloi.se, if a sutHcient number ofcopies remain on
hand.
Mr. REFNOLDS presented a memorial from the

Legislature of Illinois, remonstrating against the mode
and price if deposing of the public land lying within
the States recently admitted into the Union; which he
moved shoild be referred to the Committee on Public
Lands, with tlie following instructions :

"To repirt a bill to grant prospective pre-emptions to
settlers on the public lands, and to reduce the price to
settlers according to the value of said lands."
The motion giving rise to debate, was, under the

rule, laid over.
.

RF.VF.NCE f.AUS.
.

''r* A f)A.MS, after some explanatory remarks show-
ing under vliat circumstances House bill No. 100, pro¬
viding for lie more faithful execution of the laws re-

jlating to the collection of duties on imports, had been
lost at the list session for want of time, moved to refer
it to the Coiimittee on Manufactures.
Mr. I IChLN'S objected to the bill beinj taken up

otherwise tkan in its regular order on the calendar.
Mr. WISE wished to ask the gentleman from Mas¬

sachusetts if that was the revenue bill introduced by
l'"n ®t the list session, and on which the Senate added,
by way of imendment, fourteen sections imposing a

new tariff.
°

Mr. ADAMS explained that it was; but his view in
moving a reference to the Committee on Manufactures
was not to have them report the whole of the bill, as

amended by the Senate, but the bill as it was originally
reported fr<«) the committee. So far as he was con¬

cerned, it wis not his wish that a revenue bill should
he reported, but a bill only for the suppression of fraud.
Air. A. then alluded to a meeting of certain merchants
in New Vori city in relation to the tariff, with a view
of showing in what manner they had taunted the
House, and insinuated how member's of the House were
to be managed with "champagne and money." Mr. A.
said, the proceedings of the meeting had been reported
in one of the New V ork papers, and were of a charac¬
ter derogatory to the dignity of the House. Mr. A.
asked who wrrc these New York merchants who thus
showed their estimate of the standing of the House-
He believed there was not a native of New York

j among them, jut that they were of the class of foreign-
em for whom the bill of last session was intended^to
apply. They were the particular allies of the gentle¬
man from South Carolina, but he, Mr. A., did not like
the character of such allies.
Mr. A. then submitted his motion of reference to

the Coimn'it'f «n Manufactures.
The SPEAKER stated that the motion could be

entertained only by a suspension of the rules.
Mr. STANLY moved a suspension of the rules, for

the purpose of enabling the motion of reference to be
submitted

Mr. WISE, before he voted, wished to have a little
more infonnation on the subject. The bill introduced
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, at the last ses

sion, was a bill to prevent frauds on the revenue. Its
object was not to disturb the Tariff question or inter¬
fere with the Compromise bill. It did not propose the
imposition of a new tariff, but simply to enforce the
laws on the existing Tariff. As such, the bill passed
the House, and although he considered the bill arbi-1
trary in rniny of its provisions, he yet made no serious
opposition to it. It went to the Senate, where, under
the specioos title of "a bill to prevent frauds on the
revenue,' a number of additional sections were added,
laying on & new tariff, disturbing the compromise act,
and imposing on certa:n articles an additional dutv of
from 25 to50 percent. That bill, with the addition of
fourteen sections, had never passed the House, but was

referred to a committee.
Mr. W. then vindicated the merchants of New York

from the charge alluded toby Mr. Adams. He, too.
saw the reported proceedings of the meeting of mer¬

chants in that city; but he would inform the gentleman
and the House, that the report was nothing buta cari-
cnturc of the proceedings, published in the New York
Herald. He was authorized to say, that there was not
a word of truth in th# representations there made, and
it was with deep regret that the merchants of New
York had seen the "ciricature" of their proceedings cr0

forth representing then as using such language in re¬

lation to the characterand standing of the 7louse. As
one instance, showing how much reliance was to be
placed on the caricature report of the Herald, Mr. W
referred to it as saying that the gentleman from Mas¬
sachusetts (.Mr. A.) intioduced this bill at the last ses¬
sion when there were bit four members present. The
whole report was of a smilar character, entirely false,
and relating words whfch had never been uttered at
that meeting. Mr. W. then referred to a letter r«.

ceived from one of the merchant* who eompoied that

meeting, (Mr. Jeffries,) explaining the matter, and

said he was sure that if the gentleman from Massa¬

chusetts had seen it, he would not have /nade the re¬

marks he had.
As for the merchants of New York being theuallies"

) of the gentleman from South Carolina, lie, Mr. VV.

j would assert that the South stood in need of do allies.

On that question the South would stand alore on its

own strength, and by that means they woud secure

more firmly the faith* of the country. All tlry asked
was that the tariff"question might be left where it was

in but when it should be disturbed, let he ques¬
tion be raised fairly, and not insidiously inclided in a

bill by its title purporting to be only a bill for preventing
frauds on the revenue. The present bill, wi.h the ad¬

ditional sections ofthe Senate, was not the 1*11 of last
session. Moreover, he believed that the bil. had died

at the last session, and that in order to revive the sub¬

ject again, it must be introduced ilenovo.
Mr. MONROE arose amidst much confusion, and ex¬

pressed a desire to say a few words on the subject..
Afte»statinghis fear of ever coming in contact with the

gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adaris,] he ob¬

served that he would gladly, on all occasioni, leave him
alone, except when he said any thing calculated to in¬

jure the reputation ofthe high-minded merchants of N.
York. Mr. M then proceeded to describe the character
of the meeting held in that city, and contended that the

persons who attended it, were as honorable and high-
minded as the gentleman himself. The report of the
Herald, falsifying and caricaturing the proceedings,
had excited felingsof the deepest mortification, in proof
whereof he begged leave to have read by the Clerk a

letter he had received on last night from Mr. Jcflries,
one of the speakers of that meeting, and whose remark*
had been caricatured by the Ileraid.
The letter of Mr. J. \»as accordingly read by the

Clerk, denying the remarks imputed to him in the lie-
aid, and expressing his regret that it had become neces¬

sary thus to correct the erroneous impression which
had irone abroad.

Mr. GUSHING begged leave to ask whether the
writer of the letter was an American citizen or a for¬

eigner.
Mr. MONROE was inclined to the belief that the

writer was not an American citizen, but a Scotchman,
who, he doubted not, was one of the most respectable
importing merchants in New York.
After some further debate in which Messrs. I'ICK-

ENS, WISE, STANLY, ANDREWS, TILLING-
HAST, and CUSHING, participated,
The question on the motion #>r.\ir STANLY to sus¬

pend the rules was put, and dccided by yeas 131.
nays 4">.
So there being two-thirds voting in the affirmative,

the rules were suspended.
Mr. ADAMS then submitted his motion to refer to

the Committee on Manufactures.
Mr. WISE,after some further remarks, moved to re-1

fer the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means I
The question being first on the motion ofMr. Adams

to refer to the Committee on Manufactures,
Mr. MORGAN demanded the previous question,

which was seconded by the House.
The main question on the motion was then ordered,

and taken by yeas and nays, as follows
Yeas.Messrs. Adams, John W. A wen, Andrews, La¬

ker, Boardman, Bond, Urewstfr, Bfiggs, Brockway,
Wni. B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, C:uey, Chittenden,
Clark, Cranston, Cushing, E Davies, John iJavis, Jno.
W. Davis, Garret Davis, JJDoig, I'arl, Edwards,
Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Fornance, Galbraith, Gen-
trv, Gorry, Granger, Hammond, Hand, Win. S. Hast¬
ings, John Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hook, Jackson,
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, W rn. (.ost Johnson,1
Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, K11 It?,
Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, McCulloch,
Mallory, Marchnnd, Marvin, Mason, Medill, Mitchell,
Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W Morris, Morrow,
Naylor, Newliard, Ogle, Oi-liorne, Palen, Farinentcr,
I'aynter, Peck, Pope, Randall, Randolph, Reed, Ran-1
den, Ridgway, Edward Roger#, Russell, Salt' n^ta!!,;
Simonton, Siade. Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman
Smith, Thoma* Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Stuart,,
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, John B Thomp¬
son, TiUinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, I rider-
wood, David D. Wagener, P<'t>-r J. Wagner, Jno. VN Lite.
Henrv Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. William#
and Winthrop.10:1.

,Vaijs.Messrs. Alford, Judsan Allen, Anderson,
Atherton, Banks, Beattv, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd,
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G.Brown, Burke, Win. O..
Butler, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Win.
11. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cros?, Dana, Dawson, De-1
berry, Dellet, Doan, Duncan, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd,
Garland, Goggin, Hill of .North Carolina, Hubbard,!
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Care Johnson, Lowell, Mc-
Clellan, M'.-Clure,McKay, Mon'.anya, Nisbet, Pickens,
Prentiss, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, Shaw, Shepard,
Str-<n^, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jar-b Thompson, Vander-
|<oel, Warrrn, Watterson, Wick, Jarcd W. Williams
ami Wise.'Jo.
So the b:i! was referred to the Committee on Manu¬

factures.
Mr. WISE inquired whether it was in order to in-j

struct the committee to strike out all after t!ie 14th sec-!
tion of the bill, and move an amendment thereto.
The SPEAKER said it was not.
Mr W ISE then moved a suspension of the role.
But before anv question was taken thereon,
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the select com-

' on t?ie same sub¬
ject ordered to be appointed.
On motion of Mr. McKAY. the communication from

the Post OfJice Department, in respect to transportation
ofthc mails, &c , was referred to the Committee on the
Pout 0;i!ce nnd Post Roads!
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS,
The House adjourned.

Thursday, Dir. 21, 1 . 10.
IN SENATE.

The following memorials and petitions were pre¬
sented and referred to appropriate committees :

By Mr. PRENTISS: From J. S. Nevms, praying
compensation for his services as clerk to the commander
of the South Sea Surveying and Exploring Expe¬
dition.
By Mr. STURGEON : From the heir9 of Robert

Fulton.
By Mr. MOL'TON: From the Branch Pilots of

New Orleans.
By Mr. CRITTENDEN : From citizens of George-

town, asking the recharter of the Farmers' and Me¬
chanics' Bank.
Numerous petitions relating to private claims were

also, on motion, removed from the files of the Senate
and referred.

KKpouts; from committers.
By Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi-

ciary, the following bills :

A bill for the relief of the lenal representatives of
Thomas Cooper, deceased, with an amendment.
A bill to provide for taking evidence in the District

of Columbia and the Territories of the United States.
Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, re¬

ported a bill for the relief of the legal representatives
of Aaron Vail, late consul at L'Orient.
And asked to be discharged from the further consi¬

deration of the memorial of the Legislature of Illinois,
asking an extension of time for the payment of duty-
bonds, and that it be referred to the Committee on Fi¬
nance.

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian Af¬
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of John C. Reynolds.

Mr. RUGGLES,from the Committee on Commerce,
reported a bill to provide more effectually for the better
security of the lives of passengers in vessels propelled
in whole or in part by steam.
Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Public Lands,

reported several bills.
The bills noticed yesterday as having been ordered

to be engrossed, were severally read a third time and
passed.

Bir.LS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced on leave, twice

read, and appropriately referred.
By Mr. CLAY of Alabama. A bill to amendanact

entitled "An act to grant certain relinquished and un¬

appropriated lands to the State of Alabama, for the pur¬
pose of improving the navigation of the Tennessee,
Coosa, Cahmvba, and Black Warrior rivers," approved
May 1~'J-, and the several acts supplementary and
amendatory thereto.
A bill making additional appropriations for complet¬

ing the improvements in Mobile harbor.
By Mr. NICHOLAS: A bill to authorize the Legisla¬

ture of Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore appropri¬
ated for the use of Schools within that State.

Mr. BENTON asked leave to bring in his bill to lay
a tax on bank notes and other paper money used for cir¬
culation in the States and Territories.
Mr. B. explained at length the object of his bill.
Mr. PRESTON called for the reading of the bill;

after the bill was read.
Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted whether a bill of

that character was cognizable in the Senate, by the
Constitution, which expressly provided that all bills for
the purpose of raising the revenue should originate in
the other House. Mr. H. took a view of the main fea¬
tures of the bill, as explained by the Senator from Mis¬
souri, and contented himself with appealing to the Se¬
nate whether the hill did not strictly come within the
prohibitory clause. On the question of reception he
asked the yeas and nays.

Mr. BENTON replied that such bills, or those of a
like character, had been tolerated before, and referred
to the compromise act, which he maintained had been
perfected in that body, and all lie asked was, that this
bill might have the same course.

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, thought that the question of
reception had better come up after the bill was printed,
and its provisions understood. At the first blush, there
appeared to liiin other important objections, of a con¬
stitutional character, besides those suggested by the
Senator last up. If the power existed to tax the bank¬
ing institutions of the States for revenue, it might, with
the same propriety, be so extended as to amount to a
total prohibition.a doctrine he was not prepared, by
any means, to admit.

Mr. WEBSTER contended that more respect ought
to be had for the Constitution than to entertain such a
bill in the Senate.
A motion was made by Mr. PIERCE to lay the mo¬

tion to receive on the table; when a long discussion en¬
sued, chiefly on points of order, in which Messrs. Hub-

bard, Huntington, Webster, Calhoun, King, Pierce,
and Preston took part.
The question of laying the motion to receive on the

table was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the
negative, as follows;

Yeas.Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Calhoun,
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin,
Norvell, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Stur-
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wright.H.j° .Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden. Da-
vig, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kin^,
Knight, Mcrrick, Manguin, .Nicholas, Phelps. P« rUr,
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana,
Tallmad^e, Webster.^.

Mr. BENTON said that his object was attained, and
he would withdraw the motion for leave to introduce
the bill.
On this point another discussion ensued, which lasted

for some time, as to the right of the Senator to vrith-
rfraw it. Mr. Huntington, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Webster,
Mr. Preston, and others, denying the right, and Mr.
Hubbard, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Sevier, and others, maintain¬
ing it.

Mr. BENTON then asked leave, by the courtesy of
the Senate, to withdraw it; which being granted,
The Senate adjourned over to Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Thursday, December 24, 1 -40.

The SPEAKER laid before the House, the followingcommunications:
1. From the President of the United States, in com¬

pliance with a resolution of the 11 use of the 17th
inst., asking " what appropriations of money at the last
session of Congress were expended by him; designat¬
ing to what particular objects such appropriations were

made, and the specified sums suspended, anil what
sums continued to be so suspended at the commence¬
ment of the present session, and their objects respec¬
tively."
On motion of >lr. HLLMUKL, laid on the table,

and ordered to be printed.
"J. From the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting

a teporl, in compliance with a resolution of the Ilouee
of the 17tii inst.. relative to a correspondence between
himself and the Treasurer of the United States, in re¬

spect to the operations of the Independent Treasury
4 A report from ttie Clerk of the House, on the sale

>,r damaged and useless paper.
On motion of .Mr. GARLAND, laid on the table,

and ordered to be printed.
Several Senate hills were severally r»ad a first and

second time, and referred to the appropriate cr nm He- -

The next business in order was the motion of Mr
Revnolds of Mino s to refer i rr!err""ial from the Le-
.nslatur'* of that Stale to the Committee on Public
Lauds, with the following instructrons
"To report's b;:l to grant prospective pre-emptions

to settler* on the public lanc«. and to reduce the price
to settlers according to the value of said lands
Mr. REYNOLDS advocated his motion at some

!en"th, and dwelt upon the injustice done to the new
States bv the present land system.
Mr PICKENS regretted exceedingly that Ji:s friend

from Illinois had thought pr- per, it tf: j time, to bring
forward such a sn ject We w«*re now at the com-

mencement of a short sesriou, with many other matters

pressin-' upon us, 2nd, in h:s opinion it was not tije
proper period for agitat a2 a su: ,-ct ot ti;> st vital
ntercit to the I*ni< n. From what be ud from
the gentleman from Ind.ana the otiier day. and t: .m

what had been manifested from other quarter- < t" tlie
House, he was convinced that no question in tuture
that might be brought up before Congress would be
more agitating, or of greater interest than the disposi¬
tion of these public lands. lor lis part, when liecame
to legislate on this subject, he would, as he d.ti on a.l
other subjects he would legislate neither tor the inha¬
bitants of log cabins, nor for the occupant of palaces,
but he would legislate for the justice and hon r of li s

countrv. This, however, was not the proper tunc I r

legislating on so important a subject, anJ he rould 1.1 t

but regret its introduction at this period of a short * s-

sion. The proper time would be at the ne.\t C« iigriT-,
which would bring a new set of Represents'ive>
The question on the adjustment of the tariff' wou'-l

be ai»o then brought up, when there would be time t >

mature srmc niea-ure which should do justice to I-
the individuals asxvellasto all States He confessed
that, in prospect of the next census, he consider! d t

question of the public lands a very different quest.. n

from what it was twenty years ago, when they 1.
to lc_' s'.a'.e but for a few States, and for a small bai.d
of citizens, who had gone fortii to se-.-k a living 1:1

the wilderness, and to erect their habitations in the
forests of the West. The subject of the Western
lands was to tins Government our colonial system,
and his desire was, when the subject should coi.ie

up, to place these people in a different situation
than that in which they had been f ,r the last t..:: \

and to set free our colonies. lit- wanted some tixid
princip'e in relation to these iand«, not aw :i money
or tariff' question, but as a question of poiit<< » lie
was interested in the prosperity and freedom of the
West, and if we ever iiad another pre-emption bill,
would prefer that It should be one fixing the law in

advance A general prospective pre-emption la".,
would be far more preferable than one exU nding oiih
to two or three years. The latter, in his opinion, v\ *

unjust and unwise legislation. This was the reas'.n

why he had opposed pre-emption and graduation la-'*
previously introduced, because they were made ajltr
the case had occurred, and no system could be wi»<

I . 1 1. ... - p J ».<« vifVI AtllMi «> i £» r»» uojl

partiality. He would propose that th;» subject should
come up at the next Congress, when they might tlx
on some system that would do credit to the Govern¬
ment rs well as to the citizens concerned. He wou'd
not any what he might be forced to do, but if the pre¬
diction ofthe gentleman ofIndiana [Mr l'r<M:it should
be verified, and the people of the West came to e-

mand w^at they called justice, he would then consider
what justice was, and do his duty to his own State -s

well as to them.
He would prefer that they would legislate on some

general system, for it was not right to be guided i>v
local interests, as it was impossible for him to know
what might be the principal interest m this or that
question which might arise. He desired to lop off
every branch of corrupt Executive patronage winch
had crept into the land system during the last ten or
filteen years. He believed a graduation system might
be necessary as a matter of justice to the rights of the
States, hut he would advocate some general system,founded on enlightened and statesman!.ke views,
which would do honor to the country, and not upon
this colonial system of the last few years

Mr. P. concluded by expressing a hope that the
whole subject would be suffered to rest until the next
Congress, and that his friend from Illinois would not
press his motion of instructions.

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved to amend the
instructions submitted by Mr. Reynolds, by aubstitut.
ng the following :

"To refer to the Committee on Public Lands, with
instructions to report a bill to have the proceeds of ti e
sale of the public domain divided among the State. 1:1

an equitable ratio, to bs used by the States for internal
improvements, education, or any other purpose, ns may
be deemed wise by the several States receiving »a d
distribution.*'

Mr. JOHNSON then advocated his amendment at
some length: after which,

Mr. HUBBARD took the floor to reply to some of
the statement* of Mr. Johnson; and, in so doing, pro¬
posed to illustrate the accuracy ot his own position ;.
reference to statistical facts, having reference to the
value of waste lands in Alabama, Ac.
Mr. H. had not proceeded far, when he said that th *

was a more important subject.that the disrussi< n had
been sprung suddenly on the House.that he sh"'i!«i
like time lor consideration.and that if any member
would move an adjournment, he would yield the tl«¦ r

for that purpose.
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, then moved t!::it

when the House adjourn, it will adjourn over to M to¬

day; which was agreed to.
An adjournment was then moved, and the question

was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the nega¬
tive: yeas .">!), nays!1-!.

Mr. CA\ 11 JOHNSON moved to postpone the sub¬
ject until the second Tuesday in January next: which
lie afterwards withdrew.
And another motion was made to adjourn, which pre¬vailed. And the House adjourned until Monday.

FOREIGN.
( Fr m fir A*. t. Kitninr <(.!

TWENTY-ONE HAYS i.ATKK FROM ENIJJ.A.ND.
The steamer Acadia, Capt. Miller, arrived ai Boston

about two o'clock on Monday, 21st inst., bringing dates
from London to the 4th December, inclusive. She
touched at Halifax on Saturday, after encountering,
for nearly the whole voyage, a continuation of head
winds and boisterous weather.

Capt. Thayer, of the Mohegan steamboat, remaaeJ
at Stonington four hours waiting for the papers tj bo
conveyed to this city by Harnden's express.to which
we are indebted for London journals.
The most important intelligence is the contmti: J

prospect of p>eace, the taking ol' an important mil
station in Syria, nnd the birth of a daughter to th>- _> ou»g
Qupen of England.
The taking of St. Jean d'Acre was followed by ti>e

mc.st awful loss of life, the magazine within the for' s

having been blown up, killing, it is supposed, uiiout
two thousand.
The condition of commercial affairs is said to have

improved, the manufacturing districts giving symptoms
of a revival of trade, and the markets generally having
advanced.
A report was circulated in Paris at the last

that a most perfect understanding has taken place be¬
tween the allied powers and Mehemet Aii, with the ap¬
probation of France; but no arrangement lias been
cially made public. The Viceroy of Egypt is said to

have acquiesced in the ultimatum of the allied pow« r-.

being content to possess Egypt, and to surrender Svr a

to its allegiance to the Sultan.
The London Globe of Dec. 3d, says: "A second edi¬

tion of the Malta Mcditerranoe contains news fro'"
Alexandria, which confirm the reports prevalent at Pa¬
ris of the aubmission of the Pacha."
The new King of Holland was inaugurated on

25th of Nov., with great festivity.
BIRTH OF A PRINCESS ROYAL.

Her Majesty was taken unwell at an early hour 1

Saturday morning, Nov. 21, and the medical gent!.-


